
Fee Type Provider A Provider B Provider C What to Check

Advertised 
monthly price

$ $ $ 
Is this a promo or 
standard rate?

Post-promo 
monthly price

$ $ $ 
This is the real  
long-term cost

Introductory 
rate length

 months  months  months
Short promos =  
faster price hikes

Early termination 
fee

$0 $0 $0
Should be $0 for  
no-contract plans

Router/modem 
rental

$  /mo $  /mo $  /mo
Can you use your  
own equipment?

Activation fee $ $ $ Often non-refundable

Installation fee $ $ $ 
Self-install vs.  
pro install

Data cap
Unlimited /  

  GB

Unlimited /  

  GB

Unlimited /  

  GB
Watch for overage 
charges

Data overage fee $  /GB $  /GB $  /GB Or speed throttling

Regulatory/
network fees

$  /mo $  /mo $  /mo
Frequently excluded 
from ads

Estimated taxes $  /mo $  /mo $  /mo Varies by location

Trial period  days  days  days What’s refundable?

Equipment 
return deadline

 days  days  days Miss it = extra fees

Estimated true 
monthly cost

$ $ $ Base + fees + taxes
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